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N.O.W.

n.o.w. is proposing a speculation on the site-specificity. since i started to deal personally with 
particular places towards whom i felt a sideral attraction, i put myself on site-specificity prac-
tice. but what does that mean? what a work makes itself a site-specific work? at the beginning, my 
approach was intuitive. now, the importance of make that intuitive practice cohabit togheter with 
the rational approach is directly proportional to the quantities of layers or meanings/interpreta-
tion hidden into it. 

to define a site-specific is first to define time, it is always a matter of time in space. so, it 
would be also appropriate to use a new term, the site-spacecific. 

the site-spacecific is a place or something which is related to a specific place, the specificity of 
the place in a way makes evoquing itself, a space-place which is quoting itself, which is aware of 
itself, a place with selfconsciousness, it is a place that can exist just in the hic et nunc, just 
right now, for example this is a site specific place: now that i’m writing in front of the comput-
er in my studio,is a specific place. i’m writing about site specific, which in this case is even 
more complicated, like one of these chinese-boxes, where you open it and find something identic but 
smaller, and then again you open the smaller and you find the same thing but smaller and so on. 

in a way we could say that the site-specific is an invention that helps us to rename the present. 
talking about site-specific art, we could say that is a kind of artistic and philosopfhic specula-
tion about the present and the time, it is extrictly related to time. because the time is our in-
vention, what we have in reality is the place and the now, the moment. and then this combination of 
these two factors we use to name time. in general i would like more to use the term present instead 
of time, that means, exactly, i’m in this place right now. i’m in this place at this specific time. 
so, when we talk about site-specific art, we need to add the component of speculating about that 
specificity.



on my way to stonypath, the little sparta of ian finlay hamilton, schotland, 2014.



notes

like a puzzle, the image is decontructed. it is made of 12 pieces, reminding that 12 is a number 
very used to count time and to divide it in smaller parts. the numbers are an abstraction. time is 
also an abstraction.
the image, can be recontructed by moving manually the cards and change the position. finding the 
correct place for each one of them, the time of the specificity will be also revealed.
the chair suggests this possibility of playing cards, and reminds also a presence through the ab-
sence. when somebody sits on it, there, is contained perhaps the value and the main significance of 
present, as a simple act to be.
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“I have often said that just as the French revolution, for instance, understood itself through antiquity, I 
think our time can be understood through the French revolution. It is quite a natural process to use other 
times to understand your own time.”
                                                                                        ian hamilton finlay
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